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Chairmanôs Report 
 
The 2009-10 season been another year of highs and lows for the club with the 
refusal of planning permission at the Chichester pitches after so much work had 

been put in without it even being put to your elected councillors but a great year 

of growth with our very first Panthers team at under 8 (6 teams at one age 
group) and for the first time taking teams from under 16 to under 18. These are 

milestones that could not have been achieved without the hard work and dedica-
tion of the whole Committee and helpers.  

 At going to press we have a further application in for Chichester and we have 
assurances that it will come before Council, the piece of  land at Old London 

Road, opposite the Chichester Hotel, will potentially give us 5 11 a side Pitches 

and 3 Mini Soccer pitches, these combined with the 3 Miniôs already at Rayleigh 
Sports and Social  will be ample to accommodate our 37 teams and leave room to 

expand further if required, we can hopefully get toilet and refreshment facilities 
over there in the future and if we work the land properly with all of your support 

improve the drainage giving the kids something decent to play on. The most im-

portant part of this is we will have a place to call home instead of being nomadic 
across Rayleigh. 

I cannot stress enough we need everybodyôs support and I can only hope that as 
you are reading this we will have our approval.  

I would like to thank Rob Smith, Neil Kirsh, Paul Sims and Shane Bird for the 

massive effort they have put into this campaign along with Kate Jennings from 
Whirledge and Nott, the solicitor, working tirelessly to get this approved. I would 

also like to thank Neil Harris (Yes the Millwall legend) who has helped massively 
in getting us press support for this project. With all the bad press you read about 

professional football Neil has shown he has not forgotten his Rayleigh Boyôs roots 
and I hope plenty of our young players will aspire to be like Neil and have his val-

ues as well. 

 
For the coming year we are looking to increase fund raising within the club to 

support the equipment required at Chichester (if we are successful) and more 
importantly in the current economic climate not to increase registrations. In my 5 

years as Chairman we have not increased our registrations which is a record I am 

truly proud of, we as a club have been subjected to the same cost of living in-
creases as yourselves but sound management of our accounts by Margaret Cook 

and Clare Rankin Maclean and the funds raised from the Quiz and Comedy nights, 
the continued support we get from kit sponsors and the 100 Club all helps to 

keep the registrations at the same level. We will review in June at our AGM the 
levels of registrations but I hope we can keep them the same for another year or 

two but a lot will depend on the support we get for our fundraising events. Some 

local clubs are already charging double our registrations. We honestly believe that 
no child should be excluded from youth football because of cost.  

 
This year has seen 1 new member to the committee, Darren Enderson, and his 

enthusiasm and efforts are already being seen within the club. Whilst on the sub-



 

ject of the committee, I would like to thank all the committee members for their sup-
port with keeping the club running, some of whom do not now have children playing for 

the club.  As I always do I would like to mention a couple of Committee members Kate 

Driscoll (Social Secretary) and her husband Mike who arrange all Quiz and Comedy 
nights which have literally raised thousands for the club, Karen Hicks (Mini Soccer Sec-

retary) who has done an amazing job with reducing fines and covered the secretary role 
when Clareôs husband was unfortunately taken ill earlier in the season, and also Chris 

Hockett (Pitch Secretary) who has kept all 11 a side fixtures on Schedule through pitch 
allocations throughout one of the wettest seasons in living memory. The committee are 

the backbone of the club, and we now have a very strong structured committee with a 

mixture of youth, enthusiasm and experience. (I am not saying who comes into each 
category but needless to say the ladies all come under Youth!) 
 

 I would like to thank the 2 Managers whose teams are leaving at under 16 for all of 
their efforts over many years; Angie Slater (A Team) Duane Cleaver (B Team). It should 

not be under estimated how hard it is to keep a team together at this age with all the 
obvious distractions and they have all done it very successfully. 

 

Another milestone for this year is the Newsletter, Facebook and Twitter pages now in 
operation. Communication is always a problem between so many people and with these 

tools in place can only help us improve. The newsletter I hope gives you information 
about what is happening within the club; also please do not forget the club website. 

The newsletter has been developed by Neil Kirsh and is sent through to your e-mail on 
a monthly basis throughout the season Neil has done a fantastic job with this so please 

e-mail us if you do not receive a copy @ rayleighboyswebsite@hotmail.com 

 
 

Well done to all the managers, coaches and volunteers throughout the club for their 
hard work and commitment to their teams and the Children.  We would not survive 

without you all.  

 
Finally, well done to all the children, who have played their hearts out for Rayleigh Boys 

this Year. Remember win or lose always play fair and respect your opponents, and 
most of all enjoy it.  

Have a great summer, and look forward to a new and even more enjoyable season in 
the autumn.  

 

Martin Shields  
 

As a postscript to this Chairmanôs Report it is a pleasure to confirm that on the 22nd of 
April the club were granted planning permission to play at Old London Road, Rawreth. I 

would like to thank all the parents, players and committee members who have support-

ed this application. This is an exciting time for the club and we look forward to working 
together residents and the council to provide an excellent, safe and first class facility for 

the children of Rayleigh for many generations to come.  

.             
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This year Queens Fish Restaurant celebrate 50 years as a 

family run business. Hereôs to another 50 years! 

Purveyors of  Quality Fish and Chips  

Come and try our extensive take -away 
menu  

Seating also available  
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U7 Lions  

Well my first season in football management and I can understand why Brian Clough 
turned to drink!!! (Younger readers ask your dad!)  

Obviously we knew this first season would be somewhat of a rollercoaster and indeed 

this is what has panned out. But the best news is that overall I am fairly confident that 
the children have enjoyed themselves!! 

We started off with a hard fought draw against Essex Royals, and if the refôs watch had 
been a bit kinder we would have started off with a win, then came the mauling versus 

Ecko Whitecaps, a result that still gives Les and I nightmares!! But still all credit to the 
kids who turned up to training the following week with smiles on their faces and unlim-

ited enthusiasm which certainly taught me a lesson in priorities!  

Gradually Lesô Jon and I noticed that the kids were taking more notice and after what 
seemed like an eternity of endless rain and cancellations our first victory versus Hambro 

Sports , I was so pleased for all of the kids and a great memory of Abbie slamming in a 
wonderful free kick that would have made Ronaldo proud!!  

After this came another couple of defeats versus Wickford and Southend Manor , a game 

in which in the great British sporting tradition we grabbed defeat from the jaws of victory 
being 2/0 up and losing 3/2 !!! You kids gave me several new grey hairs that day!!  

But despite the games being so infrequent ,due to the wettest winter, we felt that   the 
kids were becoming more match aware every week. and settling into their respective 

positions. 
 Then a creditable draw versus Leigh Ramblers , a game we were very unfortunate not 

to win, loss versus Essex Royals where we reverted to ball chasing as a unit and not 

playing as a team. Then our best result so far a 6/0 drubbing of Basildon Boys when 
everything clicked!! 

 So to the future Les, Jon and I feel very privileged to have such a polite, nice bunch of 
kids who hopefully will play together for a long time to come. Roll on next season!!!!!  

 

Adrian  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

When we started on this footballing journey we did not know what to expect; 

where the boys most effective positions would be, could we develop the boys, could 

we keep it fun, and how the boys would, but more specifically Dave and I, cope 
with winning and losing. In truth the boys handle it a lot better!  

As the games have gone on we have tried the boys in a variety of roles, and alt-
hough some were found earlier than others, we now believe that we know where 

the boysô best positions are to achieve the best for the team. 

The boys have had some tremendous performances and results in all kinds of 
weather and against some very good and well organized teams. The intelligent 

passing and reading of the game at such a young age has made this team very en-
joyable to watch.  

Their commitment, enthusiasm and positive attitudes during training and matches 
have made it an absolute pleasure for us to be part of this team.  

 

Alfie Ashton: From the first time we saw Alfie train; it was his pace that stuck in 
the mind. In recent games it is this pace that has undone teams and given us fan-

tastic options down the wings. His ñno fear factorò has also led to him becoming a 
very brave and competent goalkeeper. 

James Vincent: James is an ever improving talent. He was one of the last boys to 

make the team after joining late, which we must admit was a gamble as he had 
only trained with us for a couple of weeks, but one that has really paid off. His ball 

control, footwork and eye for goal get better and better with every game.  
Luke Mullaly: Luke shows every week what a mature footballing mind he has. He 

has from day one been a naturally gifted footballer, but his intelligence and reading 
of the game to pick out that final ball is his greatest asset. He is very strong, such a 

battler and never gives up.  

Nathan Hicks: Nathan took time to find his most effective role, but now he has 
found it in a defensive midfield position, not only has he played a positive part in 

the great results we have achieved since Christmas, his enthusiasm and enjoyment 
of football has also increased. 

Matthew Fuller: We would love to take some credit for Matthewsôs ability to make 

what has been dozens of crucial, perfectly timed tackles throughout this season, but 
in all honesty it seems to come naturally to him. Matthew is such an intelligent, de-

pendable and important part of this team.  
Samuel Barker: Samuel has improved week on week and has so much passion for 

the game. He has played as a powerful centre forward for most of the season and 
has scored many great goals, but it is his ability to bring the rest of team into play, 

and turn defence into attack quickly that makes him such an asset.  

Liam Petchey: Liam is lightning fast and gives great pace to the left flank as well 
as getting back to defend when necessary. His ball control is improving every week 

during training and this is being transferred to the matches of late. He also has a 
good finish and has scored a few goals. 

Nathan Enderson: Nathan is beginning to understand that he is an incredibly 

good goalkeeper and it is here that he adds value to this team. Natural ability again 
plays a big part. He is brave and quick thinking between the sticks and has shown 

of late that his focus is improving considerably.  
Jimmy Jeffrey: Unfortunately Jimmy left the team shortly after Christmas due to 

his family relocating. However he played a key part in the early success of this team 

and was developing into a good little player. We wish him all the best for the fu-
ture, especially in his football.  

Finally, a big thank you to you, the parents, who have supported your boys and our 
team this season and who help us to enable this to be an enjoyable experience for 

the boys. Bring on next year !!!  
 

Darren  

U7 Tigers  

P W  D L F A 

12 7 0 5 29 26 



 

U7 Leopards  
 
 
 

 
Well this has been a roller coaster season for the players, parents as well as myself and assistant 

coach Neil.  At the time of writing we have not won a game although to be fair weôve not played 
many; 8 in total!   

We started off with a draw, then 3 losses on the trot, soon realising there was lots of work to do if 
we were going to be competitive.  

 

With such a great bunch of boys they didnôt disappoint in rising to the challenge; turning up to 
training in wind, rain, sleet and freezing temperatures, I think some of them just turned up for 

mud wrestling more than training! But anyway their efforts paid off; since January we havenôt lost 
another game, we have had a string of draws most of which we had been leading for the majority 

and have just been unlucky to concede at the last minute and of course some dodgy refereeing 
decisions didnôt help! 

 

 hese results donôt really do us justice our players produced some spectacular goals and great indi-
vidual performances which were well received by our supporting parents who have all noticed a 

great difference in their ability from the start of the season, we feel proud that this is an outstand-
ing improvement and a credit to their determination and constant efforts, which have seen them 

achieve beyond expectations. 

 
This was our first season together and it has taken a lot of hard work in testing weather conditions 

to reach the level we are now playing at, the boys have gelled well into a great team and are now 
a match for any team in the league; they and have found the positions they are best at playing 

and enjoy representing their club and expect nothing less than a good result at the end of each 

game which in time will come.  We believe next season we can build upon what we have learnt 
and have much more success next time round with the attitude to play as a team and the desire 

to win we now have.  
 

They have been an absolute pleasure to coach and hope they have found this experience as re-
warding as we have, we wish them all best in the future, well done boys!  

 

THREE CHEERS FOR RAYLEIGH LEOPARDS 
HIP HIP   HOORAY!  

HIP HIP   HOORAY 
HIP HIP   HOORAY 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to Darren Enderson for his help and support in  
setting up this team and introducing us to football coaching also thank you to Brian Mitchell 

and Karen Hicks for making everything possible! 
 

  
Ryan and Neil  

 
 

P W  D L F A 

8 0 5 3 7 13 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This was a first season together for the boys having never played a competitive match together before. We 
came into the league a little late at the end of September and we started well with two wins. We  only had 

7 boys signed on until October when 2 more joined. We won and lost some tight games and I was very 

pleased with the level of commitment shown by the boys which has made it a personal pleasure and hon-
our for me to be the manager.  

Elliott Hardcastle:     We have struggled all season to find a goalkeeper and Elliott has stepped into the 
breach to help the team on a number of occasions. He also enjoys playing in the outfield. Elliott has bags 

of enthusiasm and commitment and he really enjoys both training and playing. He has progressed signifi-

cantly throughout the season.  
Bradley Fairbairn;      I made Brad captain in our first game and he has continued to give a captainôs per-

formance every week. Brad is one of the younger boys in our team but with his determination  and great 
defensive play he has matured very quickly. He listens to the advice given and this shows in his perfor-

mances.  

Shane:     Shane was asked to play in defence in his first game and he has now made the position his 
own. He has a rugged determination which has shown in numerous excellent performances and his tenaci-

ty has rubbed off on  the other boys.  
Ben Tillbrook:     Ben was one of the later joiners but he fitted into the team immediately. Ben plays in 

defence and loves to get forward and always listens and responds well to instructions from the line. Ben 
went into goal when needed and earned a man of the match award for his great performance.   

Matthew Bumpus:     Matthew has been outstanding all season. His awareness and reading of the game 

for a 7 year old is remarkable. Although Matthew is given a midfield role he is just as likely to be scoring a 
stunning free kick or making a last ditch defensive tackle.   

Nathan Juniper:     Nathan has had a very good season and has listened and progressed very well. He 
plays in attack and has also filled in in goal when asked doing very well in the process. He is an important 

member of the team who gives his all in every game.   

Sean Kestell:     Sean has come on leaps and bounds since the start of the season. He had not played a 
lot of football prior to joining  but he is now a valuable member of the team. He shows great  commitment 

and always responds well to instructions.  
Sacha:     Sacha's enthusiasm is contagious. He is always asking questions and has great energy. His will-

ingness to play anywhere resulted in him keeping a clean sheet in goal for the first part of one game and 
coming out and scoring a hat trick in the second half.   

Henry Davis:     Henry is also one of the younger boys but this does not show in his play. He loves playing 

football and always gives 100%. He is possibly the most versatile boy in the team going from scoring a hat 
trick whilst in attack to playing excellently in goal when required.  

 A huge thank you and well done to the boys for a very good season. As a Pumas team we have held our 
own against many strong teams and I have high hopes that this team can continue improving and enjoying 

their football next season. I would like to thank Mike the  coach at Academy Soccer and Shane Bird for his 

exceptional drive, professionalism and advice. 

 
Alan  

 
Shane ; It has been fantastic to see the improvements made by all the boys throughout the season. 

Watching their last game of the season it was a pleasure to see the collectiveness of the team. They held 

their shape very well demonstrating an awareness as a team which was not there at the start of the sea-
son. I am looking forward to next season as the boys continue to build on what has been a great start to 

their footballing careers. Well done boys!!  
 

P W  D L F A 

11 5 1 5 29 26 

U7 Pumas  

 



 

U8 Lions  

We were under no illusions that being placed in the top group would mean this season 
would be difficult, but we have been surprised and extremely proud of how the boys have 

performed. Nearly all games have been extremely close and we have recorded some excel-

lent wins against some real top opposition. What makes us most proud has been the boys 
attitude, commitment and effort throughout not to mention some wonderful passing football 

at times, which has been commented on by opposing managers and spectators.  When you 
consider the 9 boys in our squad are the same first 9 to turn up as reception boys nearly 4 

years ago their progress is delightful to see. 
 

From 18 games we won 7 drew 3 and lost 8 but impressively finished with a +7 goal differ-

ence. 
 

Player profiles: 
 

Alex Coleman :  Astonishing improvement,  Alex is becoming an excellent goalkeeper and 

some performances and saves this season have surprised everyone. 5 clean sheets which is 
a real achievement at this age. 

Callum Blackaby :  Callum reads the game very well, and is always brave and strong in 
the tackle.  When on his game we are hard to break down.  Never gives us any problems 

and never complains about doing a job for the team by filling in as goalkeeper.  
Joe Watson :  Unbelievable second half of the season from Joe,  a fearless no nonsense 

defender who has worked so hard on the positioning side of his game, which is noticeable 

for everyone to see with some great performances of late.  
Shane Rowney :  The improvement in Shanes technique has been extremely pleasing, if 

he continues to work on his positioning he will become an excellent defender. Always brave 
and fearless in the tackle and a pleasure to coach because of his attitude. 

Cameron Harris :  Cameron has shown massive improvement in his all round technique 

and understanding of the game.  His work rate this season has been outstanding,  being 
asked to play both holding midfielder and centre back in the same game sometimes without 

any problem and has weighed in with 6 goals.  
Nicholas Clements : Knowing  the high standard we faced this season we really empha-

sised to Nicholas the importance of being a box to box midfielder and working on defending 

side of his game and he has responded well linking up brilliantly with Matthew going for-
ward and scoring 8 goals. 

Joe Thomas :  I am so proud of Joe this season,  he has coped with the physical challenge 
against some really strong opponents, his composure on the ball and his passing has im-

proved enormously.  If we can continue to work on him making the best of his blistering 
pace he will become an excellent player. 

Charlie Sullivan : Always knew Charlie had great ability on the ball,  and this season he 

has done an outstanding midfield job working hard all over the pitch, great at keeping the 
ball and now winning it back. Also a great improvement with his finishing resulting in 5 

goals 
Matthew Wicks : His skill and natural ability was clear to see from last season,  the ques-

tion was could he continue this season.  He certainly has,  his all round game and aware-

ness has improved and his goalscoring record is outstanding scoring 29 goals and only fail-
ing to score in 3 of the 18 games we played.  

 
We would like to give a massive thanks to all the parents who are nothing but supportive 

and give us no problems.  If the boys continue to work hard in training and show the same 
attitude I am sure we will continue to improve next season,  and if they continue to enjoy 

their football as much as they seem to now then we cannot ask for anymore.  

 
Ben & Ian  

 
 



U8 Tigers  
 

Overall, this has been a great season for the Tigers.  We started brilliantly, winning 6 of our 

first 7 games, scoring over 50 goals in the process.  A fantastic achievement for any team.  
We gained a deserved promotion after Christmas and although it took a while to adjust to the 

new division, we gave some great performances and enjoyed some hard-fought victories.  
Every player can be proud of themselves this season, they have all improved in every aspect 

of the game, and I look forward to next season with great enthusiasm.  

From a personal point of view it has been great to coach such a nice group of players. With 
such differing personalities they make a great team.  

 
Meet the team  

Mitchell Clulow ï Another great season for Mitch where he has improved on all areas of his           
goalkeeping.  Incredibly brave and an excellent shot stopper.  

Christian Rungay ï Christian has shown great improvement over the course of the season 

and has the ability to play in both defence and midfield.  Lightning quick and with growing 
confidence on the ball, this has made Christian a valuable member of the team.  

Joseph Shields ï A strong and very disciplined defender. Joseph has shown great enthusi-
asm  towards both training and matches and has shown huge improvement in his overall 

game this season. 

Owen Hicks ï Owen has shown a great attitude when he has played this season and his all 
round game has improved in every area ï as his Dad & manager I couldnôt be more pleased 

with his new found enthusiasm for the game.  
Matthew Enderson ï Matthew has a great engine and excels in defence and midfield.  Has 

scored some fantastic goals this season, and has added great dribbling to his all round game. 
Joe (spaghetti legs) Lovett ï Never gives up and runs himself into the ground in every 

game.  Another player whose all round game has massively improved this season. 

Tom Couchman ï Tenacious in the tackle and an excellent carrier of the ball.  Tom has add-
ed some vital goals to his game and continues to improve with every season. 

Joe Whittaker (C) ï Another great season for Joe.  He  sweeps up everything in front of him 
and has a good eye for a pass or a shot. Very strong in the tackle and an excellent reader of 

the game. 

Brook Wilkins ï An excellent season for Brook.  His all round game has improved massively 
and his goal scoring has been fantastic.  He has developed a new found confidence and belief 

in his ability which has shone through this season. 
Charlie Else ï Charlie has had an excellent season both in midfield and up front.  Great goal 

scoring, great dribbling ability and an excellent attitude to each game ï he could certainly 

give his Dad a few shooting tips!  
Some Thank youôs........... 

The Managers  
A huge thank you must go to Simon and Brian, without whom I could not run the team.  The 

mix of youth (me!!), enthusiasm (Simon) and experience (Brian) has been invaluable.  
The Parents  

A massive credit to the team.  Your support is so important to the boys, and come rain or 

shine your enthusiasm has been unwavering ï A big thanks to you all.  
The Refs  

A big thanks to the guys who have refereed our games this season (particularly John Lovett).  
An unenviable task at the best of times, I really appreciate the help that you have given us.  

The Wife  

As some of you may know, 95% of the emails that are sent from me are actually ghost writ-
ten by Karen.  Without her, the administration of the team would fall to pieces and so would 

the teas served at our home games!  Very patient when listening to me (but not always 
agreeing),  going on about team selection and tactics.  Without Karenôs support I would not 

be able to run the team.  A huge thank you to her. Thatôs it from me ï hope to see you all 
next season. 

 

Chris  
 

P.S. I can assure you that this was written by me!  



 

U8 Leopards  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

What a pleasure it has been to share the experience of the boys first season! Along with the U8ôs 

Cougars & Panthers the majority of the team haves come through Footy Tots and Academy Soccer. 

So having coached them for such a long time (some from the age of 3 years old) I know the poten-
tial of this team.  Over the years I have been fortunate to see the boys grow and the development of 

their core skill sets (dribbling, passing and shooting). However this season has been so sporadic in 
terms of fixtures with weeks without games it has stifled the boys game craft development. Whilst 

the boyôs individual skill sets have excelled, at times we have been guilty of taking difficult individual 

options rather than playing as a team (especially in the latter part of the season).  We are not the 
biggest team and at times have been out muscled. However a ónever say die attitudeô, willingness to 

work for each other and a determination to stick to our coaching beliefs has seen fantastic rewards. 
Not many teams can come back from two nil down against the best team in our section. This team 

from back to front play football, through the midfield out wide and into danger areas. We do not 
need to leave a lone figure goal hanging on the edge of the opposition penalty area waiting for a big 

kick over the top. Our goal at the start of the season was to win half our games, we came up just 

short of that but in games we lost I would not say the score line was a fair reflection. At this level 
you can expect to be punished for every slight mistake, which has often happened. The development 

of the boys collectively and individually is most important to me, we learn more from the defeats 
than winning every week. This group will move forward because they listen, understand and exe-

cute, making them a credit to their parents.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

P 

 
 

 

 
Parents, thanks for all your assistance through the season with the goals, pitch maintenance, getting 

the boys to matches and training on time, but most important your vocal support on the touchline. 
Big thanks to John Eagles and Philip Burbidge for your help organising the boys on match days and 

all the Staff at Academy Soccer. Chris Susans, Dean Smith & Graham Holland for taking on the ad-

min for the U7ôs Cougars & Panthers. Also thanks to Dave Huzzey & Ryan Dobson for coaching these 
teams.  

 
Finally Michelle my long suffering wife and Lily-Rose who both make plenty of sacrifices to allow me 

the time to do this. In fact Lily has obviously decided if you canôt beat them join them as she has 
started playing this season! 

 

Shane  
                    

P W  D L F A Clean Sheets  

11 5 1 5 29 26 4 

U8 Pumas  

  Position  Goals Scored  

  Goalie  Def  Mid  Att  Total  Avg  

Ethan Bird  0 1 10 13 7 0.57 

Connor Fletcher  0 8 4 5 0 0 

Ben Burbidge  0 8 8 3 1 0.15 

Charlie Eagles  11 0 0 0 4 Clean Sheets 

Connor Triggs  0 2 13 5 4 0.36 

Mason Cadge  0 14 0 0 0 0 

Jamie Gammon  0 2 5 7 1 0.4 

Sam Hardie  0 10 1 0 0 0 

Harry Marshall  0 0 9 1 3 0.36 

Thomas Nichols  0 1 4 1 0 0 



 

U8 Panthers  

 
 

 

It is hard to imagine that we could had a better season as a new Rayleigh Boys team.  

As we were new to the league we started off in the lower divisions for the pre -xmas games. 
The boys quickly demonstrated their ability winning all  7 of  their matches , 2 of which were 

with double digit score lines. Our final game of the pre -xmas run up against  the previously 
unbeaten Catholic Tigers which ended with a 6-0 victory was a particularly good result.  

Due to our success the boys were given a new challenge after xmas  with a move 2 divisions 

higher. The Panthers rose to the challenge against much tougher opposition with 5 wins,1 
draw and 3 defeats .  

Overall the stats for the season speak for themselves with 12 wins out of 16 games and 66 
goals scored .Graham and I are both very proud of what the boys have achieved this season 

and it is has been very rewarding to see them develop their game and gel into a good team 
capable of playing excellent football.. We go into next season with a squad of very able boys 

and I am confident we will build on this seasons success . Finally a big thank you to Shane, 

Ryan and the team at Academy Soccer for their help in coaching the boys and also to Alan for 
refereeing our home games. 

Dean and Graham  
 

Shane ; the Panthers went into their first match of the season with only three boys having 

any playing experience. All the boys came through that test with very good performances and 
have not looked back. The side has looked very well balanced all season and played some 

fantastic football from back to front which is why they have responded so well to the tougher 
challenges of the higher divisions. Their enthusiasm is a joy to see and has made the chal-

lenge of setting up this team at the start of the season all the more worthwhile. Well done 
boys, can't wait to see you playing again next season!!  

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

P W  D L F A 

16 12 1 3 66 19 

Player  09/10 Apps.  09/10 Goals  

1. Ben Piper (GK/Midfield) 16 2 

2. Joshua Peters (Defender) 14 2 

3. Jack Athol (Defender) 12 1 

4. Thomas Green (Midfield) 14 11 

5. Daniel Smith (Midfield) 12 16 

6. Taylor James (Midfield) 15 19 

7. Jake Holland (Forward/Mid) 15 8 

8. Ben Souto (Forward/Mid) 15 7 



 

 
 
NB. At the time of writing 3 games were due to be played.  

 

 
This is the second season for this team. The side changed from last year with some players leaving 

and some new players joining. This affected the dynamic of the side with some of the boys taking a 
little while to adjust to playing in a team, while others were learning how to integrate with new play-

ers. That said, the boys should all be proud of how they have applied themselves this season and 

how they have continued to develop their skills and awareness of the game. Below are the results for 
the season which I don't feel reflects some of the great football the boys played.  I'd like to thank 

Dave Huzzey for all his help with coaching the boys, Warren Sharp for his help and occasional refer-
eeing, Shane Bird for all his counsel and support. I'd also like to thank all the ladies for washing the 

boy's kit every week and the dads for setting up and taking down of the goals etc. Once again the 

support and enthusiasm in all weathers from the parents has been excellent.  
 

Here's hoping the boys enjoy the rest and comeback raring to go for the new season.  
 

Chris  
 

Shane; this season has been wrecked by the weather causing many cancellations and postpone-

ments of fixtures. The inconsistency of games made it difficult for the new members and the team to 
settle. However over the last couple of months the Cougars have taken huge steps forward with con-

fidence levels rising. Boys are coming out of the shadows to be dominant figures in games and the 
Cougars have finished the season strongly with good performances in the last few games. Thank you 

to parents for your continued support this season with pitch maintenance, 100 Club membership and 

planning letters etc. Roll on next season!!!  
 

 
 

P W  D L F A 

12 2 4 6 18 29 

U8 Cougars  

Player  09/10 Apps.  09/10 Goals  

Ben Susans 11 4 

Thomas Windeatt 4  

Reece Hardcastle 9 1 

Andrew Tokley 8  

Finnan Sharp 9 4 

Thomas Fewings 7  

Nathan Nicolls 6  

Ben Johanson 11 1 

Thomas Taylor 7 1 

Kobbi Graham 5 2 



 

U9 Lions  

What promised to be a wonderful and exciting season, turned out to be a bit of a roller-
coaster with its many upôs and downs. The team started off well with 2 wins and a draw 

and our new acquisition Billy slotted in like a cog in a well oiled machine, but derailment 

was round the corner.  
We lost our next 2 games and in our first ever competitive cup match, we drew, send-

ing the game into extra time followed by penalties and finally sudden death penalties, 
unfortunately we were very unlucky and lost. We should have known then that lady luck 

had decided not to wear our number ten shirt this season.  
 

What followed was some determined and dogged performances against Leigh Ram-

blers, Catholic lions and Benfleet, where we only managed to earn one point.  February 
brought the loss of another of our players, Toby to Southend, so the remainder of the 

season we only had eight and sometimes only 7 players available on match days. I 
think we need to stop training our players so well so Southend will stop signing them!!.  

This season, unlike our last couple, was a learning curve, not just for the boys but also 

for us. All of our games were played at a much higher intensity level and hopefully the 
experience and physical emotions will make the boys stronger and better players.  Roll 

on next season and hopefully lady luck might make an appearance. 
 

Tony and Stu  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P W  D L F A 

18 6 6 6 32 25 

Player  09/10  

 Apps.  

09/10  

Goals  

All Time  

Apps.  

All Time  

Goals  

Elliot Scholkta 19 0 57 0 

Josh McMeakin 17 0 56 1 

Sam Coombes 19 0 58 2 

Bill Buckley 19 9 19 9 

Toby Donoghue 13 11 51 48 

Rhys Inns 18 2 57 13 

James Perkins 19 8 58 22 

Freddie Fuller 18 4 57 5 

Kai Cerson 15 0 52 6 



 

U9 Tigers  

 
 
 
 
 

The 2009/2010 season has been a really good one for the Tigers. They have started to 
play órealô football and their passing and thinking has begun to show what good players 

they are turning into. Each one of them has been an asset to the team and although 

there has had to have been players of the year chosen, we can honestly say that every 
boy should be very proud of his achievements this season. We were in a particularly 

competitive division and finished a creditable 4th only 4 points behind the winners.  
 

Alex Davis (Goalkeeper) - Alex has proved to be an outstanding goalkeeper in his year 

group. He is brave and tenacious, on a number of occasions, making match winning 
saves. Alexôs goalkeeping has matured this season and he should be very proud of him-

self. 
Sam Martin (Defence) -  Sam has proved his ability as a defender and can always be 

relied on to have his feet in the right place at the right time to get us out of trouble! 
Sam has developed his ball skills and has used these to get the team out of trouble 

more than once! 

Danny Lanning (Def/Midfield) ï Has had an outstanding season, playing a double role 
which has shown him equally good in either. Never giving up, he is always óthereô when 

we need him and the determination he possesses is visible for all to see. 
Harry Seaden (Defence) ï When Harry is in defence then the opposition knows they 

are in trouble! Confident to tackle and to chase the ball, Harry has also been prepared 

to help out in other positions where needed, making him a real óteamô player. 
Archie Davies (Striker/Defence) ï Archie has shown versatility to such a degree that 

he is able to play well in both defence and up front. His enthusiasm for the team can 
always be relied upon to boost moral and get results.  

Daniel James (Striker/Midfield) ï Daniel has had another excellent season, adding to 

his ability for mature thinking and passing, some memorable goals often at crucial 
times. Daniel can be very proud of his contribution to the team.  

Zac Wing (Midfield) ï Zac has a terrific energy which is evident whenever he is on the 
pitch. His effort and commitment have on many occasions been influential to the final 

results. He is still one of the quickest boys in the division and uses this to devastating 
effect. 

Charlie Young (Midfield) - Charlie has been the team captain for the season and has 

lived up to the role well for his year in the job. Charlie is a calming influence on the 
team and took the role of captain seriously, showing his growing maturity both in the 

game and as a person. 
Joe Vaufrouard (Striker/Midfield) ï Joe works really hard to fulfil both roles within the 

team, and is equally successful in both. He has scored some excellent goals this season 

as well as holding the midfield against all comers!  
 

Special thanks this season go to; Maria -for her continued admin support, Mark for be-
ing the teamôs referee and Phil for being the official team photographer. Thanks also to 

the committee of Rayleigh Boys YFC for their continued support throughout the season, 
with special thanks to Brian and Alan for their help in keeping the pitch playable wher-

ever possible despite the appalling winter!  

A huge thank you goes to all the parents, grandparents and family members who have 
come along to help and support. It makes the children feel special.  

And finally, of course, a very special thanks to all the boys for giving us all a memorable 
roller coaster ride of a season. You have, again, made us all very proud. 

 

Looking forward to our final year in mini soccer.  
 
Dan and Carl 
 

P W  D L F A 

16 8 4 4 38 20 



Noel and Dave  

U9 Leopards  

It was a long hard season for the Leopards and the boys deserve tremendous credit for al-
ways giving 100% commitment. We experienced some mixed results compared to our first 

two seasons together; however the squad has definitely learnt important lessons for the fu-

ture. On the whole we played an awful lot of good football, but sometimes have not had luck 
on our side. We have been described by one opposing manager as one of the best passing 

teams in the league ï so well done boys. 
 

We started off the season with a great win against old rivals Benfleet Villa. However, we lost 
our next game before winning our third; this was the story of the season in many ways as 

we struggled to find any level of consistency. The third division proved to be very competi-

tive and we found ourselves involved in close games every week. 
 

Our top scorer was once again James Dennison with ten goals; he managed to score an in-
credible 5 of those in one game against Hawkwell, when he couldnôt miss. James is now 

tracking back to help out his team mates and is working on other parts of his game. Our oth-

er striker, Rory Gregory never stopped trying and contributed five goals, his best game came 
when he scored a hat-trick and was man of the match as we beat Leigh Ramblers 5-0. Rory 

has a great eye for goal. 
 

Our midfield four contributed 15 goals between them and had a battle on their hands every 
week. Luke Golding impressed all season and his passing has improved significantly, he is 

also starting to read the game in the middle. His man of the match performance against Ash-

ingdon when he scored both our goals with headers in a 2 -1 win was the highlight. Matt 
Barnes showed touches of real class throughout the season and his game has improved be-

yond recognition. He is developing an all round game and will only continue to improve. He 
has the ability to beat any opponent with great skill and is crossing the ball with real preci-

sion. Matt scored four goals (all crackers!) but was so unlucky when hitting the bar with sev-

eral headers. A little lower next year Matt !! Callum Dunmore was probably our most con-
sistent performer. He tackled himself to a stand still on many occasions and really contrib-

utes to the overall team performance. His corner taking was also one of our main threats. 
When substituted Callum spends most of his time asking to get back on the pitch which 

shows his desire. Jamie Kerr played in his customary position on the left in midfield and as 

usual delivered some excellent crosses into the penalty box. He has never lacked confidence 
and always backs himself to beat his opponent. He is learning to track back and make im-

portant tackles.  
 

Our goalkeeper Jonathan Travers performed admirably throughout the season and rarely had 
a quiet game! His shot stopping has improved considerably and he single handily kept us in 

many games. His kicking from hand was a major boost when under pressure despite a rather 

wet winter. He has turned this season from a footballer who likes playing in goal to a real 
goalkeeper! Edward Mitchell and George Huckfield rarely missed any playing time on the 

right and left hand side of defence respectively. Edward has probably been our most im-
proved player and this is particularly noticeable with his clearance kicks. He was always on 

hand to make the important tackle and showed an excellent attitude throughout the season. 

George is Mr dependable as we have come to expect! He is starting to read the game and is 
getting into position to make crucial interceptions. George is rarely knocked off the ball and 

contributes significantly to the overall team effort. he has also improved his ball -carrying 
skills and is a real footballing defender. Another good year from George. Our thanks must go 

to all the parents especially during the tough winter. Special thanks to Andy, Jason and Kevin 
for helping out on Saturdays. A special mention for Les who refereed our games this season 

with honesty and good nature. We wish him a speedy recovery from the illness he suffered 

late in the season. Many thanks also to Claire for being team secretary. We are lucky to have 
a great bunch of boys who have become firm friends as well as team mates.  

 

P W  D L F A 

17 6 2 9 30 35 



 
 

U9 Pumas  

 
 
 

This season has been an indifferent one.  We started with two good victories over the 
Catholic teams followed by a strange run of four straight defeats.  But one thing this 

team has, is bucket loads is character and they bounced back with five straight victo-
ries that saw the team sitting second at Christmas.  After the prolonged break due to 

the terrible weather we started with a cup defeat to Ashingdon, but again their charac-

ter shone through and we returned the week after coming away with a 4 ï 1 league 
victory.  This was then followed by a run of four bad results that saw the team pick up 

1 point from 12 before winning the last two games well.  With one game remaining we 
are aiming to finish third but may have to settle for forth/fifth depending on results.   

As always, I am proud of this group of boys!!  They play the game in a fair and honest 
way and I believe this is a direct reflection of the great parents I have the pleasure of 

dealing with.  Thank you for all your support throughout the season and beyond and I 

know you are every bit as proud of the boys achievements as I am ï COME ON THE 
PUMAS!! 

Luke Miller ï Goalkeeper ï 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï All Time Appearances: 
60                        Luke has worked very hard on his keeping skills this year taking 

extra training (thanks Danny) every week.  Luke has improved greatly in all areas and 

the team has benefited hugely from this.  
Ibrahim Haider ï Defender ï 09/10 Appearances: 14 ï All Time Appearanc-

es: 55                                  The type of player who will always do what is asked of 
him.  A solid defender who clears balls up field relieving the pressure on the team.  

Trains hard and always tries his best for the team.                                          

Nathan Bartlett ï Defender ï 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï All Time Appearanc-
es: 21                      New to competitive football this season and has showed immense 

improvement and a talent for defending with his pace and tenacity.  Often the sole 
defender, he never lets the team down.  

Harry Dell -  Def/Mid ï 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï Goals: 1 ï All Time Appear-
ances: 60                   

A great defender who goes about his business efficiently and fairly.  Arguably the most 

consistent performer in the team, who when asked will play in midfield to great effect.  
Has had a very good season and is joint winner of the Managers Player of the year 

award ï Well done Harry!!   
Archie Ellis ï Midfield ï 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï Goals: 6 ï All Time Ap-

pearances: 20               

Archie joined the team at the beginning of the season and he has fitted straight in.  A 
big, strong midfield player with great touch and a powerful shot.   Has been a great 

first season which has seen him share the Managers Player of the Season award ï Well 
done Archie!!  

Sam Norris -  Midfield 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï Goals: 9 ï All Time Appear-
ances: 18                  

Sam joined the team early pre-season training and has fitted in well.  He is a clever 

player on the ball and has a real footballing brain and the ability to put the ball away 
when the opportunity arises.  

Christian Stillabower ï Mid ï 09/10 Appearances: 14 ï Goals: 10 ï All Time 
Appearances 36  

The real engine of the team with what seems unlimited levels of energy.  Plays mid-

field but covers every blade of grass during a game.  Has scored some brilliant goals 
and has been voted Parents Player of the Season ï Well done Christian!!  

Lucas Bennett ï Forward ï 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï Goals: 3 ï All Time Ap-
pearances: 60          Lucas is always looking to be in the right position to get the 

goals for the team, his speciality is as a six yard box goal poacher.  He links well with 
the midfield and is often involved in the build up.   

Harvey Deal ï Forward ï 09/10 Appearances: 18 ï Goals: 16 ï All Time Ap-

pearances: 60         The teams top goal scorer again this year and has started to 
show he can be more of a team player turning provider for many of the goals scored 

this year.     
Well Done Boys, has been a good year and we are all very proud of you!!  We look 

forward to what you can achieve in your last mini soccer season!!  

Darren, Jim & Paul  

P W  D L F A 

17 9 1 7 43 26 



U9 Cougars  

This season didnôt get going until the end of November which wasnôt great as our season 
started on the 27th September but for various reasons we were not able to put our 

strongest side out for the first 2 months of the season and in that period we lost our 

Goalie Oscar Sweeney who had been with us from the very beginning of this team. A big 
thank you to Harry who volunteered to go in goal for the remainder of the season and 

who made some stunning saves in that time. The damage from our first 2 games meant 
we started to suffer from a lack of confidence in games as we competed in all games but 

as soon as a goal went in against us we tended to give up on the game. We started to 
pick up points from December onwards with a full squad to pick from we gained wins 

against Great Wakering, Catholic Leopards and Catholic Pumas, we were now looking 

more like the team I know and with the season coming to an end we were playing some 
really good attacking football which gained us another win against Great Wakering and 2 

really enjoyable draws against Concord Tigers and our very own Pumas. This really has 
been a season of 2 halves and hopefully we can carry our form from the 2 nd half of the 

season into next season. A final big thank you to Ian Turner, Dave Janson and Les Young 

for refereeing our home matches this season and to Ian Turner and Dave Janson for their 
assistance in training, which is fully appreciated.  Dean  

P W  D L F A 

16 (League) 5 3 8 25 62 

1(Cup) 0 0 1 3 7 

Player  09/10  

Goals  

09/10  

Assists  

All Time  

Apps.  

All Time  

Goals  

Season Summary  

1. Oscar 

Sweeney  

0 0 30 0 Oscar unfortunately decided early in the season 
that he wanted to concentrate on other sporting 
activities and decided to leave the Cougars.  

2. Thomas 

MacIver  

0 2 16 0 Thomas joined at the start of the season and from 
day one he has shown he just loves defending and 
flying into tackles. A very promising first season.  

3. Andrew 

Mead  

0 1 35 2 Andrew is a strong player who can break from 
defence into attack very quickly also very good at 
breaking down opponents attacks.  

4. David 

Young  

0 0 24 0 David has improved as a defensive player, not 
afraid to tackle and can also play in midfield.  

5. Chay  

Ewers  

13 1 40 32 Chay is top goal scorer this season and whose 
goal celebrations show his passion for playing 
football. Has bags of skill and ability.  

6. Taylor 

Turner  

4 5 39 13 Team Captain and I don't think I have seen Taylor 
have a bad game, very strong midfielder who 
doesn't stop running and tackling.  

7. Danny 

Lee Noad  

7 17 32 25 Danny Lee is our corner & free kick specialist and 
has the most assists this season. Moved from mid-
field into attack midway through the season and 
has a thunderbolt of a shot.  

8. Harvey 

Harwood  
 Janson  

0 0 34 0 Harry volunteered to go in goal this season and 
although being the smallest in the team has shown 
that he is a very good goalkeeper and very brave 
as well.  

9. Jenson 

Warner  

2 0 10 2 Jenson joined halfway through the season with a 
goal scoring debut and has slotted in well either as 
a defender or a midfielder.  

10. Gabriel 

Gosden  

2 0 40 8 Gabriel is a versatile member of the team who can 
play equally well in defence, midfield or attack. Has 
good positional sense in the penalty box.  

11. Harvey 

Gray  
Thompson  

0 0 24 0 Harvey has impressed me this season with his 
attitude and has become a very reliable defender 
whose football abilities are improving each week.  

Jenson joined halfway through the season with a goal scoring debut and has slotted in well either as a defender 
or a midfielder. 

2 



U10 Lions  

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 
 

Having courageously beaten Hawkwell on the last game of last season that meant that we 

would be playing Division One football again, it came as a complete shock to be told that 
the boys would now be playing their last Mini Soccer season in Division Two, this could only 

be described as    ñA TOTAL INJUSTICEò. The boys however put this disappointment be-
hind them and got on with the task ahead, thoroughly enjoying all their games in prepara-

tion for the step up to 11 a side next term.  

 
As our league season got under way, it soon became obvious that the teams from this divi-

sion would be raising their games against the ñBIG TEAMò who had arrived from Div One; 
this was something, which proved to be the case right up to the final game. A flying start 

and a very strong finish left us as very worthy ñCHAMPIONSò, enjoying an unbeaten run 
along the way of 11 games, conceding 5 goals and scoring 30 goals.  

The 2 ï 0 win game against Hawkwell has to stand out, especially as it was a must win 

game for us as far as the league was concerned, having only just put them out of the cup 
with a 4-0 hammering, the boys battled as hard as we have ever seen against a team who 

certainly didnôt want to lose. The Seasons Cup campaign proved to be our most successful 
and the overall highlight of this season by far, reaching the Lions Cup Semi Final, losing to 

one goal in a game that could have gone either way against the ever so strong Runwell, 

who apart from reaching the cup final have also won their 3 rd consecutive Division One title.  
 

We can now look forward to next season with the knowledge that all our players have de-
cided to go forth and take the step up to the 11 a -side challenges. Hopefully with a few new 

additions to increase the squad, we can have another good few years together, both on and 
off the pitch.   Anthony Cullen , again big thanks for your help and enthusiasm throughout 

the season, we look forward to this continuing into our management team next season. A 

One special final big Thank You  to Ray Pocock  who has refereed all ours games from 
way back; we know if heôs honest to himself he will miss this time on the pitch.  

Enjoy your new spectator duties, well deserved!!!!!.  
 

Neil & Steve  
 

P W  D L F A Position  

20 (League) 16 1 3 56 21 Champions 

5(Cup) 4 0 1 17 3 Semi-Final 

No.  Player  Position  Goals.  Assists  Club  

App.  

Club  

Goals  

2 Liam Henderson Goalkeeper 1 3 75 5 

3 Ewan Thomas Midfield 7 6 80 12 

4 Harrison Cutler Defender 0 3 73 2 

5 Reece Pocock Defender 0 1 80 1 

6 Dan Ovens Defender 1 3 43 1 

7 James Hedges Midfield 13 6 78 26 

8 Jason Cullen (VC) Midfield 7 14 77 17 

9 Charlie McCarthy Forward 16 6 78 33 

10 Craig Smith (C) Mid/Forward 27 26 80 54 



U10 Tigers  

 
 

 

 
After a difficult 2008/9 season, we were hopeful that the team could have a good season & improve 

their position in the league. We knew we were in for a tough season in a very competitive league for 
our final year of mini soccer.  

The League kicked off in a sunny Chalkwell Park against Leigh Ramblers. Although the boys played 
well, on a poor pitch, they ran out narrow losers. The team then lost to a well drilled Ashingdon side, 

also containing one of the leagueôs best strikers. We then came up against the eventual league win-

ners in what was truly a game of 2 halves. Nil -Nil at half time ending in a 7 -1 win for Ecko! Although 
losing the first 4 games, we were hopeful of having our usual high scoring game against Trinity who 

had also not won a game. We quickly went a goal up, then 3 -1 down, pulled one back but could not 
get the ball in the back of the net in a grandstand finish.  

We then got knocked out of the Cup in a very close, hard fought game at Concord. This left us to con-

centrate on the League! As if this wasnôt hard enough, we then had to play Forest Glade the league 
leaders & to increase the pressure we only had 7 players. The boys rose to the challenge magnificent-

ly, with Bertie Reade scoring the winner in a great & deserved victory for the team, leaving the oppo-
sition in tears!  

Once the first round of snow, ice & Christmas had passed, we were brought back down to earth by 
the league winners. The goalkeeping position started to struggle mid way through the season, so we 

brought in a full time keeper, with Thomas Kelley joining in the transfer window from Ashingdon.  

The last 8 games saw a big improvement in the boysô performance, scoring in all but one game, & 
narrowly losing out by the odd goal in the majority of these games.  

The boys put in some good performances in training throughout the season & this was evident in the 
matches. The results do not reflect the way the boys have played at times & many of the other man-

agers commented that our league position did not justify our play nor determination. The team have 

played some superb passing football, linking up well & scoring some fantastic goals. One of the issues 
the boys have faced is they are one of the smallest teams in their league & have been out muscled, 

leading to goals against us but also saving the opposition at the other end. Letôs hope they grow over 
the summer! 

We look forward to next season & hope the experiences from this season (good & bad) helps with the 

boyôs progress. We have a great group of boys & with new players coming in as we move to 11-a-
side, this can only help their development & hopefully they can get a season of results they deserve.  

Thanks to Steve Davies  for refereeing all our home games, who can now hang up his whistle & 
glasses. 

Thanks to Lynne Hayton  for her assistance throughout the season on organising all the boysô birth-
days, medical bag & taking on the treasurerôs job. 

A final thanks to Colin Lynch  for all his help over this & the previous mini -soccer seasons. 

(The team wishes George Burlock a speedy recovery from a double ankle fracture) 
Matt Simson  

P W  D L F A 

18 1 0 17 16 74 

Player/Position  09/10  
Appearances  

09/10  
Goals  

Total  
Appearances  

Total  
Goals  

Thomas Kelley -  Goalkeeper  5 0 5 0 

Archie Davies -  Defender  18 1 77 4 

Luke Simson (VC) -  Defender  18 0 78 0 

Thomas Stalley -  Def/Mid  16 0 74 4 

Ollie   Dowman -  Def/Mid  18 0 76 4 

Bertie Reade (C) -  Midfielder  18 1 79 18 

George Burlock -  Mid/Striker  17 2 76 12 

Jacques Lynch -  GK/Striker  19 2 80 38 

Luke Hayton -  Striker  18 7 78 15 

Stephen  Kirsh -  Striker  17 3 76 21 



 

U10 Leopards  
 

           

The end of the season came to dramatic close, we ended up as runners up in Division 2 

which is a fantastic achievement for all involved following on from last seasonôs mid table 

finish, and shows the boys have continued their football development.  
A pre-season re-shuffle saw two players decide to leave and one new face Harvey Moor-

house joining from Hambro. This season we have had much more stability in player posi-
tions, a permanent keeper has gone some way to the 9 clean sheets we have kept in 

contrast to last. As for scoring goals the Leopards have shown that from almost any-
where on the park they can find the net, scoring over 50 goals in a season between 

them is a great achievement at this level.  

Overall the Leopards have performed beyond our initial expectations set at the start of 
the season.  As a team we pass the ball around comfortably and this season we have 

received numerous praise from opposing managers and coaches at the style of football 
we play. 

Next season we go to 11-a-side and we feel that there is a strong foundation built to 

carry us into the season ahead. 
Simon and I would like to thank the parents for their great support as they are our 8 th 

man when needed, and a big thank you to the boys who have done us proud with their 
football and representation of Rayleigh Boys Football Club. 

 

Paul and Simon  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P W  D L F A 

20 15 2 3 59 21 

Player  09/10 Apps.  09/10 Goals  

1. Harrison Pitt (Goalkeeper) 21 0 

2. Sean Watson (Defender) 20 1 

3. Jack Hooper (Defender) 21 0 

4. Daniel Warrens (Capt./Midfield) 22 13 

5. Luke Ingram (Midfield)  22 10 

6. Jack Beal (Midfield) 21 12 

7. Oliver Clark (Midfield) 21 11 

8. Harvey Moorhouse 19 14 

9. Jordan Aspinell (Forward) 22 15 



 

U10 Pumas  

From the managementôs perspective, the end of the final season of mini-soccer arrives with both a 
sense of achievement and sadness.  The Pumas were formed in June 2007, just over two months before 

the start of the first season.  Brian Mitchell sidled up to Andy and Adele and asked them whether they 

would be prepared to run a team. Both agreed, probably not realising what they had committed them-
selves to! 

In the second season Paul joined the coaching team. The third and final season saw new team arrivals, 
and of course Kevin, who has made a real difference to training.  

Five of the current nine players have been with the team from the start. In alphabetical order;  
James Barnes has grown as a player over three seasons. He has made the right wing his own and as 

though sponsored by Duracell, powers the length of the pitch countless times. James has been our 

faithful corner taker and loves both scoring and 
play making. Well done James ï keep doing it!  

Rhys Cousins has a cheerful and friendly temper-
ament that has made him a pleasure to coach. 

Rhys has worked hard in defence and has grown in 

confidence and skill. This is now evident in his 
great power clearances. Well done Rhys. 

Jamie Fletcher has demonstrated commitment 
and a great attitude. He has worked hard at train-

ing and matches, and has made real progress as a 
defender over our three seasons.  Well done Jamie 

ï keep going! 

Josh James is a passionate player who has shown 
a fierce competitive streak and a steely will to win.  

Josh loves scoring and we all love watching him do 
so - over and over again! We definitely missed him 

in our final match ï with him we would have won. 

There is no doubt that he will do really well in any 
team. Well done Josh - keep hitting the back of the 

net!!  
Jack Renew has entertained us with his dancing 

feet on many occasions. Watching him skilfully 

move around players and pull off some great 
moves and goals is great fun.  Jack has been a real 

asset to the team throughout and has developed 
maturity in recent times. Well done Jack ï keep 

dancing!  
In season two, Flynn Karrer joined the team. 

Amazing in goal, he shows real bravery. In addition 

to his skills as a goal-keeper, Flynn has a great left 
foot and an ability to score goals and we have seen 

him do so many times in the past. Well done Flynn.  
Three boys joined the team in the final season. In 

alphabetical order; 

Isaac Clifton has shown us an amazing power 
engine, taking on any task but typically working 

the central/defensive midfield position hard. He shows determination and energy and can be relied upon 
to cut out attacks from the opposition. Keep it up Issac.  

Ollie Hall has worked hard to fit into the team and has delivered some solid performances in his posi-
tion as a defender.  He shows versatility and skill when given the opportunity to go forward.  Well done 

Ollie ï keep enjoying football.  

George Watson has shown maturity and skill. Because he can be trusted, George has been asked to 
play in number of positions and has always held the required position. George shows ability to read the 

game and in our toughest games has been a solid defender. Well done George. 
Itôs been a real pleasure working with and supporting the boys over the three years. Congratulations to 

all of the boys on what they have achieved in mini -soccer. We believe they have learnt skills useful both 

on and off the pitch. Good luck for the future.  
 

The Management!  

Date  Opponents  Result  

20.09.09 Berry Boys Lions 1-4 

27.09.09 Canvey Island Yth Tigers 0-0 

11.10.09 Hawkwell Athletic Leopards 4-0 

18.10.09 Ashingdon Yth Tigers 3-3 

25.10.09 Leigh Rocket Lions 6-4 

21.11.09 Catholic Utd Tigers 0-1 

22.11.09 Benfleet Villa Tigers 1-7 

29.11.09 Ashingdon Yth Leopards 4-2 

06.12.09 Ekco Whitecaps 5-2 

07.12.09 Hawkwell Athletic Leopards 7-4 

14.02.10 Ashingdon Yth Tigers 3-2 

21.02.10 Leigh Rocket Lions 8-0 

21.03.10 Benfleet Villa Tigers 4-1 

27.03.10 Catholic Utd Tigers 0-1 

28.03.10 Benfleet Yth Tigers 0-1 

04.04.10 Ashingdon Yth Leopards 1-2 

11.04.10 Ecko Whitecaps Leopards 1-1 

17.04.10 Canvey Island Yth Tigers 3-1 

18.04.10 Berry Boys Lions 2-0 

25.04.10 Benfleet Yth Tigers 2-5 
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